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                AMERICAN VETERANS POST 911 
P.O. BOX 413 SOMERS POINT, N.J. 08244 

amvetspost911nl@comcast.net 

Newsletter No. 3, 4th Quarter 2010 

SERVING OUR BRAVE TROOPS, VETERANS, AND THEIR FAMILIES 

 
 
 

                                                                       ―I Pledge Allegiance—―             
 

 

********************************************************************************** 
 

ommander:        Fred Vineyard                                                   
1st Vice:           Jim Donahue 

2nd Vice:                 Rob Cozen 
3rd Vice                 Bruce Dinardo 
Adjutant:  Rod Mutchler 
Finance Off: Gene Corcoran 
Judge Adv: Thomas Donahue 
Provost:  Ben Featherer 
Service Off: Bob Frolow 
Chaplain:  Jack Glasser 
Trustee:  John Bingenheimer 
Trustee:  Ron Toth 
Trustee:  John Summer 
 
Post meetings are held at VFW Post 
2189, 500 Bethel Rd Somers Point; 
First Saturday of every month at 1300 hrs. 
Come early and stay late, we’re all comrades. 
 
Memberships: Dawn Schol 
  Aaron Schol 
POW/MIA: Paul Giunta 
Fundraising: Jim Donahue 
Sick & Welfare: Sandy Hartnet 
Newsletter: Rod Mutchler 
 
Comments/suggestions concerning your 
newsletter are encouraged and may be given 
to any officer or emailed to  

amvetspost911nl@comcast.net.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

 

 

                                          

                                                        

       Commander, Fred Vineyard 

C  Commander’s Corner: 

 

  As your commander I want to thank you for successfully 

achieving our membership target goals.  We now have 241 

members and it’s growing each month.  Membership renewal for 

2009 was 100%.  Our honor guard under the leadership of Mike 

Ahearn and Rob Cozen participated in the 9/11 remembrance,, 

POW/MIA services ,Veterans Day and Pearl Harbor Service.  If 

you want to join the AMVET Post 911 Honor Guard, contact Mike 

Ahearn at mahearn@njpolicelaw.com. 

  

 During the past 22 months our members provided teddy 

bears to various police departments to give children who are 

involved in traumatic incidents.  We provided certificates to Eagle 

Scouts, participated in Wounded Warrior fundraisers, provided 

care packages and phone cards for our troops, provided savings 

bonds to the “most improved students,” provided food for the 

needy, and provided assistance to bury indigent (homeless) 

veterans who served our great nation.  Several members also 

provided gift cards to the vets living at the Point Complex. 

  

 In closing, comrade Dan Bryan recently passed away.  Dan 

was commander of VFW Post 2189 at various times.  He was a 

charter member of Post 911 and a strong supporter of our new post.  

Dan believed that a veteran is a veteran no matter where they 

served. 

 

Dan will be missed but not forgotten— 

 

Fred Vineyard 
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The Great American Road Trip: 

 

   For those of you still wondering why we had so 

few newsletters this year, Sheri and I did The 

Great American Road Trip this summer.  The last 

issue was during the first quarter of 2010.  

Following that, we hit the byways and racked up 

16,961 miles in our little motor home, visiting 35 

states, some 94 national parks and monuments, 

and 40 state parks and other fascinating sites all 

across this great land.  Yes, the Pacific Ocean still 

looks the same as the Atlantic, but the fabulous 

places to be experienced in between the two shores 

will give you a whole new perspective regarding 

our great country and the freedoms we enjoy.  It is 

highly recommended for those of you who can 

swing it—you will not experience much at 30,000 

ft.  No, Fred, we didn’t seek refuge in any motels, 

but lived the entire four months in the 23’ motor 

home. 
 

Veterans Day 2010: 
 

   Members had another great day in observance of 

Veterans Day.  It began with a veterans’ breakfast 

at the Mainland Regional H.S. organized by Ms. Jo 

Carney and served by volunteer students.  We had a 

full house. 

   Student MC’s were Mr. Cole Tyman and Mr. 

Jack Bergan. 

   Flag Salute: Ms. Brianna Best followed by 

the National Anthem. 

   Welcome by Dr. Thomas Baruffi 

   Acknowledgements: Ms. Jo Carney 

   Remarks by Congressman Frank Lobiondo 

   The students performed a musical and dramatic 

tribute to veterans with patriotic music by Tri-M 

Music Society. 

  

We traveled to the school with the Legion Riders 

leading the way. 

Following breakfast we participated in a raising of 

the colors ceremony outside, with a new flag 

provided by the veterans. 

 

Members focus on the several speakers at the high 

school. 

   We then mustered in Patriot Park for the annual 

ceremony with another record turnout.  The theme 

this year was honoring female veterans with the 

keynote address by Frances Reilly, U.S. Navy, 

Retired. 

 

Memorial Day Parade Route Flags: 
 

   Our post and other vet organizations are 

helping Rob Cozen fund enough flag banners 

and attachment devices to line the parade 

route.  This is traditional in most communities 

but has been lacking in Somers Point due to 

funding.  The electric company requires 

certain types of hangers to attach them to the utility 

poles lining the route.  The city is contributing but 

cannot budget the entire amount. 

 

      Veterans Day applies to all vets, regardless of 

post affiliation or the lack of it, and all are urged to 

participate. 
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Organizer, Jo Carney addresses the veterans at 

Mainland Regional. 

 

 

Post 911, VVA, and Korean War Vets honor guards 

(background), standby in Patriot Park.  

 

Tara Jacobsen Writes, 
 

   “Veterans Day means to me that we honor all the 

people that fought in the wars for the United States.  

We honor those who fought in the wars, who are 

fighting in the wars and the ones who will fight in 

the future.  We should honor them and let them 

know we are thankful for all they do for us and they 

have a place in our heart. 

   “My grandfather was in the military, he fought in 

the Korean War.  Even though I never met him, I 

still honor what he did for this country.  Some 

people don’t realize how much they are doing for 

us.  Our country would fall apart without the people 

who serve for us. 

   “Many people may not care about Veterans Day; 

they are just excited about a day off from school.  

That sickens me, they don’t care about who is 

fighting for them, risking their lives and sometime 

dying.  Veterans Day is important to me and my 

family though, and I am very proud of the people 

that serve our country.” 

We Have Winners: 
 

The annual AMVETS lottery numbers have been 

drawn:  CONGRATS TO THE WINNERS! 

 

$1,000 in ACME Gift Cards: EHT Kiwanis 

NASCAR Scanner: Ernest Stoukas 

VHF 2-Way Radio: John Bingenheimer 

$50 Charlie’s Gift Card: Andrew Zuckerman  

Our Post Sent 21 Care Packages of Johnson’s 

Popcorn and Hickory Farms to Our Troops 

 

Expanded Vets Clinic in Northfield: 

 

   The Veterans clinic in Ventnor is being expanded 

and moved to 1909 New Rd, Northfield, following 

remodeling and renovations in 2011.  That is across 

from the Northfield Community School.  It is only a 

few miles from the Veterans housing complex at the 

Atlantis Apartments in Somers Point, behind the 

VFW.  It will be about 10,000 square feet on a 

single floor with plenty of handicap parking. 

 

Vets Housing at Atlantis Apartments: 

 

   Twelve veterans have moved into the veterans 

section of the Atlantis Apartments.  There remains 

much to be done at the complex, including 

continuing negotiations with the owner.  

Commander Fred Vineyartd, First Vice, Jim 

Donahue, Service Officer Bob Frolow are heavily 

involved in these arrangements.  The post provided 

each resident with tickets to the VFW Auxiliary’s 

pork dinner this year and the American Legion 

Christmas party. 

 

More New Members: 

 
Harry Lord, Leon Dagit, Alfonso Domenico, McClennon 

Holmes, Dennis King, William Nerola, Frank Olshefski, 

Al Persia, Bryan Salmons, Sean Seay, James Simmons, 

and Donald Vehon.  An application is included on the 

last page; stuff it into your glove compartment in case 

you meet someone who can use it. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We Fight For This Fool’s Rights As Well— 
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Some Additional Recent 911 Activities: 

 

Commander Vineyard presented two $50 savings bonds 

to the “Best Improved Students” at the EHT H.S. 

 

What does Veterans Day mean to me?  This year, 

sixth graders from 13 EHT Alder Middle School 

classes submitted essays.  The winners were Jenna 

Wigglesworth, Anthony Talvacchio, and Alyssa 

Eggly.  The trio received a check from Commander 

Vineyard at an EHT Council meeting to purchase 

savings bonds. 

As a member of the NJ Mission of Honor, our 

commander and other Mission reps have been 

active in locating and properly burying abandoned 

cremains of veterans from funeral homes, morgues,  

 hospitals, etc.  One recently located veteran had be 

sitting on a dusty morgue shelf for 53-years.  He 

was given a proper military funeral.  To date, thirty-

one forgotten veterans have been interred. 

 

Coast Guard Cadets treated to a Thanksgiving 

dinner.  Post 911’s Operation Fireside was again 

able to show the cadets a great day.  Fourteen 

cadets were picked up and taken to a Mainland H.S. 

football game at the Mustang Corral, and then 

treated to Turkey dinner with all the trimmings at 

VFW Post 2189. 
 

   This is the third year for this very successful 

program designed to provide a holiday break for 

those cadets who are unable to make it home.  The 

Cape May Training Center limits the number who 

can attend to 16.  This year only 14 made it.  They 

had a good time, and the training center, AMVETS 

911, and VFW 2189 all received some nice 

publicity on NBC40.  Commander Vineyard also 

received some nice correspondence from cadets’ 

parents thanking 911. 

 

The annual POW/MIA ceremony in Patriot Park 

saw another great turnout.   

 
The 911 Honor Guard poses while preparing for the 

POW/MIA ceremony.  Anyone wishing to join the guard 

can contact Mike Ahearn (2nd from right). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Jolly-Good Fellow Makes More Sense— 
 

Merry Christmas – Happy Hanukkah 
Happy New Year 
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Commander Vineyard and 1st Vice, Jim Donahue, 

discuss events with Al Matthews.  A Somers Point ladder 

truck holding the flag aloft is in the background. 

 
Al Matthews, the only Pearl Harbor survivor known to 

be present delivers the keynote speech.  Jim Donahue, 

and service officer Bob Frolow look on.  Al remains very 

active in Post 911 as well as VFW Post 2189. 

 

 

 

Awards and Meatloaf Dinner  

With All the Trimmings 

Saturday February 19, 2011 

4-8 PM 

VFW 2189 

500 Bethel Rd 

Somers Point, N.J. 

Adults $10 Children $5 

Music 

 

 

 

Your Newsletter: 
 
   All members are welcomed to make suggestions and 
comments concerning the newsletter.  I don’t always 
get some of the information you might want, such as 
deceased members, family members, etc. Send 
suggestions to amvetspost911nl@comcast.net, or bring 
it to a meeting; we do hope you are attending 
meetings.  The commander or his designee must 
approve all published items.  
Also bear in mind, it is much 
cheaper to email the newsletter 
than mail it.  If you get this 
from the mail carrier, but have 
email, please email the above address and be sure to 
include your full name in the body.  Email addresses 
have a habit of changing; please send a message with 
your name whenever it changes.  I always get a 
handful back, “wrong address,” which requires more 
work and expense. 
Thanks for your help in this regard, 
Rod 

 
I assume that map behind you was declassified 

since Christmas, 1942, Al Matthews. 

 

   Christmas was called Christmas everywhere in 

those days, even in the South Pacific.  There was no 

such thing as a “holiday tree,” and the country 

supported the troops.   

   Can you believe the recent insulting 1.2% pay 

raise, the lowest raise in fifty years?  Ten straight 

years rotating in and out of combat—1.2%(?).     

Our Attorney General, Eric Holder, calls us a nation 

of cowards....   
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Paige Sheridan 

 

   We’ve just included a couple samples of the 

letters Commander Fred recently received.  We 

believe the children are especially important to 

veterans.  We are in a similar situation like police 

officers.  A brief meeting as a veteran or active duty 

service member with a child may seem insignificant 

to us.  But such a meeting can become an important 

lifelong memory for an impressionable child, and 

he might judge all military types according the 

nature of that memory.  That places a special 

responsibility upon us to leave them with a pleasant 

impression.   

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

Gold Star Mothers:     
 

Some may not know what the Gold Star Mothers 

are.  If you have a son/daughter across the sea in 

harms way, you place a small “Blue Star” banner in 

your window.  If (God forbid) you have lost a loved 

one overseas, you place a “Gold Star” banner in 

your window. 

   Judith Tapper is a very determined “Gold Star” 

mother.  After much effort and many battles with 

our political leadership, she has won one fight. 

In a “Heart Warming” show of solidarity the NJ 

Assembly and senate members voted unanimously 

to honor New Jersey’s fallen heroes’ families by 

approving the Gold Star family license plate bill. 

   During a prelude to the assembly vote, 

Assemblyman Jack Conners respectfully chronicled 

the life of Judi’s son, David, a U.S. Navy Seal, KIA 

8/20/2003 in Afghanistan.  Assemblyman David 

Rible recanted the challenge Judith gave to him 

when they first met, that she didn’t have faith in 

New Jersey Government to pass the bill, which was 

long overdue.  Rible made good on his promise to 

have the bill passed this year. 

   Bernadette Sherman, and Teresa Corcoran, the 

mother and great aunt of Sergeant Stephen R. 

Sherman, joined Senator Kean at the voting session.  

From Neptune, Stephen was killed in Iraq in 2005 

while supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Joining 

the senator were Lou Parisi of Catholic War 

Post 911Meetings: 
 

   Meetings are the first Saturday of each 

month in the hall at VFW Post 2189, and 

are usually well attended.  We urge all 

members to attend as many meetings as 

possible.  There will be an election of 

officers coming up, and the more who 

participate the more representative the 

results will be.  Come out and meet your 

fellow veterans, and get in touch with 

your post officers.  The commander is 

insistent that meetings only last as long 

as necessary to conduct business, so we 

don’t sit there for more than an hour.  

We then have a very inexpensive social 

time in the VFW canteen.  So come out 

and join your comrades.  You won’t 

regret it. 
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Veterans, George Reed, and Rafael Figueroa of the 

VFW. 

   “Brave soldiers like Sgt. Sherman and their 

families continue to sacrifice so much,” added 

Kean.  “Despite the great sacrifices they have made 

for us, New Jersey has failed to provide this 

simplest form of recognition.  Today’s action by the 

senate puts us a step closer to ensuring that the 

many New Jersey families of fallen soldiers finally 

receive the recognition they deserve.” 

   (Post 911 Commander Fred Vineyard made it 

clear when we started the newsletter, when he 

created Post 911, that we would not rewrite articles 

from other publications that members may have 

already read, but we felt it proper to make an 

exception and recognize Judith’s efforts on behave 

of our sons and daughters in harm’s way, heroes 

all.) 

 

Rules For Kicking Butt: 
 

   Regardless of the rank they held while they 

served, pay the highest amount of respect to all 

veterans.  If you see anyone doing otherwise, 

quietly pull him/her aside and explain how these 

veterans fought for the very freedoms they bask in 

every second.  Enlighten them on the many 

sacrifices these veterans made to make this nation 

great.  Then hold them down while a disabled 

veteran kicks their butt. 

   If you were never in the military, DO NOT 

pretend that you were.  Wearing battle dress 

uniforms or jungle fatigues, telling others that you 

used to be ‘Special Forces’ will get your butt 

kicked. 

   When you witness, firsthand, someone burning the 

American Flag in protest – kick their butt. 

   There are many more rules, but you all get the 

picture.  We didn’t answer the call for fun, did we? 

 

Conflict or War: 
 

   Was Vietnam a war or a mere “conflict?”  We 

who were involved think of it as war because that 

was what we experienced.  Indeed, some do 

rightfully define that type of nightmare as “war,” I 

certainly do.  However, “war,” as defined by the 

government, must be declared by congress.  

Congress has not declared war since 1941.  

Therefore, according to congress Vietnam was a 

mere “conflict,’ as was the Korean War, oops, 

“conflict.”  I wonder what the Iraq and Afghanistan 

veterans with missing limbs and horrific memories 

think about it.  No congressman wants his or her 

legacy to include a declaration of war, especially 

one that we could not win.  How can we be at war 

when we’re not attacked by another nation, they 

will argue? 

   We engage in conflicts and get service ribbons, 

and the enemy swarms back when we declare 

victory and bail out. 

 

Veterans at Patriot Park at the old city hall 

 

   The honor guards appear to be legionnaires, 

someone correct me if I am wrong.  I wasn’t in New 

Jersey back then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Again, Comrades, a Belated Merry Christmas 

and a Very Happy New Year 
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AMVETS POST 911 

P.O. BOX 413 

SOMERS POINT, N.J. 08244 

 

 
 


